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TOpIC tO be ihvestigated

e (JSiNg g survey, we collected some data
from AmeriCanh and GGermah teachers to
learn how they deal with talented/gifted
students in their Classrooms.

e 24 AmeriCcah and 16 Germah teachers
partiCipated in Completing our survey,
ahswering how they identify gifted

ents ahd what methods of

%)ﬁntiation do they use.
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Question to ghswer

e IS there ahy difference between the
waYy giftedness does handle in publiC
SChOOIS Or private SChoo|S?

e IS there ahy difference between the
waYy female teachers deal with gifted
students Compare to male teachers?

e How do beginher teachers deal with

i£ted students Compare to more
X@erienced teachers?
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e Are teachers able to identify gifted students
easily?

e What are Characteristics of gifted students?
e How do sChools identify gifted students?

e (Can gifted students be identified by their grade
levels?

e How do teachers feel about promoting gifted
students?
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o TA/ho is responsible to promote gifted Children?

e« What methods do schools use to promote
gifted students?

e IWhat methods of differentiation do teachers
use in their Classrooms toward gifted students?

o TWhat do teachers think about support
materials at SChools to help gifted students
grow?
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e TWhat do teachers think about the importance of
promoting gifted students?

e Are there training courses for teachers to
Familiarize themselves with gifted students and
how tO get the best out of them?

e How interested teachers are to Khow more agbout
gifted students?
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How we investigated our topiC

e Qur group reviewed the questions we
needed, ahd how would be the best way to
aCcess this ihformation.

e TAJe Created a survey to send to AmeriCan
and (Germah teachers, using the free online
SOftware, Survey (zizmo.
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Our Survey

e  (Gifted children in elemantary sChools

e  GtatistiCal information

. 1.) What kKind of schoo| do you work at?
. () State school

. () private school

. () other

. 2.) What sex do you have?
. () male
. () female

e 3. How old are you?
. () unhder 30

o () 30-55

o () over 55

J Identifying gifted children
ou ever identified a pupil as being gifted?
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Survey Cont.

e 5.)What are, in you opinion, the distinguishing CharacteristiCs Of gifted children?

e 6.)Which of the following identification procedures is used at your sChoo| to identify
gifted students?

e []IQtest

e [ ]AChievement test

e [ ] diagnhostic conversation

e [ ]Standard Gifted CharacteristiCs Checklist
e [ ]JResults of competitions

e [ ]Entrance exam

e []Other

e (] Nothing

e 7.) Do you think that a gifted child Cah be identified by their grades?
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Survey Cont.

e  Promoting gifted children

e  8.) Do you think gifted children should be speCially promoted in elemantary SChools?
e ()Yes

e ()No

. () 1don't khow

. 9.) Who should be responsible for promoting gifted Cchildren?

e []Parents

. ( ] Teachers

. ( ] SpecCial pedagogues

. ( ] Psychologists

. (] Other
. 10.) Which of the following organisatory methods are used at your SChoo| to0 promote gifted students?
d ( ] Nothing

O ( ] Early sChool enrolement

. ( ] SKipping grades

e [ ] Multiage grouping with self-pacing

e [ ] subject acceleration (lessons in a higher Class in ohe or more subjects)
ut programms while sChool time

a-CurriCular activities

sses for gifted students

Grouping (all gifted Children are put into the same Class)
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Survey Cont.

e 112.) Which of the following possibilities do you use ih your [essons t0 promote gifted students?
e []Nothing

e [ Jindividualized instruction

e []individual projects

. [ ] weekly schedules with different exercises for gifted children

e [ ] additional exercised

e [ ] special exercises instead of the normal ones

. [ ] Compacting (The regular SChool material is CompacCted by pretesting the student to establish which
SKills and content have already been mastered)

e [ ]Bilingual teaching
e []Other

o 12.) IF you are using other possibilities to promote gifted students, please make further cComments.
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Survey Cont.

e 13.) Please state your opihion to the following statements, while 1 means you
totally disagree and 5 means you totally agree. Please seleCt 1 thru 5, 1 being
hot at all ahd 5 beihg very much agree

e There is enough material for promoting gifted students.

e The promotion Of gifted students is ah important topiC in teacher training.
e There are enough advanced training courses concernhing this topic..

e T'mVvery interested in this topiC?

e Thahk you!
ou for takihg our survey. Your response is very importaht to us.
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Questionhaire Results

 There were 16 German teachers and 25
American teachers who took part in the
guestionnaire.

 All the American teachers surveyed work in the
public school system.

« QOut of the 16 teachers surveyed in Germany, 10
work in a state or public school, 5 in a private

*I and 1 who answered other
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Questionnhaire cont. - Teacher
demographicCs

e Al the Americah teachers who were surveyed
happenhed to be female where there are at |east 6
males ahd 10 females from the Germanh teachers.

e AmMong the AmeriCanh teachers; 13 where between
the ages of 30-55, 10 were uhder the age of 33 ahd 2
were over the age of 55

e AMoONng the Germah teachers; 7 were between the
ages Of 30-55; 5 were over the age of 55 ahd ¢ were
under the age Of ¢
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Questionhaire cont.

e AJ| teachers in both countries were asked if they
had ever identify g student as gifted.

e Th GGermany, 8 of the teachers said that they have
identified a student as gifted where 6 stated they
have not ahd 2 stated that they did hot Khow.

e Tn . AmeriCah, 20 Of the teachers said that they
have identified g student as gifted where 3 Said ho
ahd 1 said that they did not Khow
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What the teachers say that the
CharacCteristiCs Of a gifted student.

e Among the AmeriCan teachers the most common
CharacCteristiCs that they see of gifted students are:
performing well above grade level, excels inh ohe or more
subject area, able to thinhk outside of the box, highly Creative.

o AMONng the GGermah teachers, the most Common
CharacteristiCs that they see of gifted students are: boredom
in the Classroom, behaVvior issues, able to verbalize
exceptional insights, and have a great thirst fOr knowledge.
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Testing

e A|l teachers were asked about how SChools
identify gifeed children.

e Tn GGermany, giFted students are identified by
using 1Q-test, Achievement test, diag€hostiC
interview, observation sheet, and Competitions
results.

e Tn AmeriCah, gifted students are identified by
using the same things but instead Of using

%ﬁtitmh results, SChOOIS use entranhce

2)
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Promotion

e In Germany, 14 Oof the 16 teachers surveyed stated
that gifted students should be promoted in
elementary SChool.

e Th AmeriCa, 10 Of the 2¢ teachers surveyed stated
that Sifted students should be promoted in
elementary SChool.

e Th both countries, the others stated that students
should hot be promoted or they did hot Khow if g
student should.
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Promotion cont.

e In both Germany ahd AmeriCa, teachers stated
that the teacher is the one who should be
responsible of promoting gifted students.

e Parents, speCial education teachers, psychologist
ahd other personnel were also stated to be other
people who should be responsible in promoting
gifted students.
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Promotion cont.

e In AmeriCa, the most popular orgahizational
method ih promoting gifted students is pull-out
programs. (19 out Of 2¢)

e Tn (zermahy, the most popular Oorgahizational
method in promoting gifted students is SKipping
grades. (13 out Of 16)

e Other methods that are used to promote gifted
students in both countries are early sChool|
enroliment, multiage grouping, subject

yation, specCial extra-CurriCular activities,

SPe@al Classes ahd cluster grouping.
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[,esson Plahning for gifted students

e Tn AmericCa, individualized inhstruction
IS Said tO be used the most when
plahnhing for gifted students.

e Tn GGermany, additiona| task is said to
be used the most when plannhing for

giéted students.
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[,esson plannhing cont.

e AmeriCah Teachers also use the following in their
planhhing for gifted students: Individual projects,
weekly schedules with different exercises for
gifted children, additiohal exercises, specCial
exercises, Compacting.

e Th GGermany, teachers also use the following in their
plannhing: Free work, project teaching, weekly
plahnhing, additiohal tasks, SpecCial task, CompaCting.
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Other possibilities to promote gifted students

e Tn (zermahy, one of the possibilities that
they have in promoting gift students that
have hot been mentiohed is the teachers
teacChing gifted students in English.

e Th AmeriCa, ohe teacher stated the use of
differentiated instruction within small
groups.
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Other ihformation...

o About 29.2% Of AmeriCah teachers and 6.3% Of (zermah teachers
agreed that there is enough materials fOr promoting gifted students.

o About 16.7% Of AmeriCah teachers said that they totally agree that
promotion Of gifted students is ah important topicC inh teacher
training where none of the Germahs would totally agree with the it.

e About 16.7% Of AmeriCah teachers and 6.3% Of (zermah teachers
said that they totally disagree that there is enough advanced
traihing course concernhing gifted students.

e 25% Of AmeriCah teachers and 37.5% Of (zermanh teachers stated
that they strongly agree that they are very interested in the topiC Of
gifted students.
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Results of the German Survey:

e Have you ever identified a pupil as being gifted?
e Yes 50%

e NO 37.5%

e ] dont knOW12.5%
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Results Of the ameriCah
survey:

e Have you ever identified a pupil as being gifted?
Yes 83.3%

NO 12.5%

1 don't Khow ¢.2%
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Comparison between the two
countries

e Tn AmeriCa: 83,3% Of the teachers
have identified a gifted Child

e In GGermany only 50% Of the teachers
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Results of the GGermah
survey:

o Which of the following identification .
procedures is used at your SChoo| to identify
gifted students? (Multiple answers possible)

o JO-test 50%

e AChievement test 50%

e DiggnostiC Cconversation ¢3,8%
o

Standard Gifted CharacCteristiCs Checklist
25%
e EntranhCe exam 12,5

er 25
“ hg 18,8
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Results of the AmeriCan
survey:

o TA/hich of the following identification procedures is
used at Your SChoo| to identify gifted students?
(multiple ahswers possible)

o JO-test 56.5%

e AcChievement test 73.9%

e DiagnhostiC conversation 13%

e Ctandard Gifted CharacteristiCs ChecCklist 69.6%
e EnhtranCe exam 8.7%

26.1%
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Comparison between the two
countries

e Th AmeriCa: 76% Of theTeachers use
~Standard Gifted CharacteristiCs Checklist
“.1nh GGermahy just 25% use this.

e Tn Germanhy ¢3,8% Of the Germah teachers
use the diaghostiC conversation. In AmeriCa
jJuSt13% OFf the teachers use this.
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TResults Of the german survey

e Do You thinKk gifted children should
be specCially promoted ih elemantary
sChools?

® Yes 87,50/0
® NO 12750/0
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Results Of the ameriCah
survey:

e Do you think gifted children should be specCially promoted in elemantary
SChoo|s?

Yes 41.7%
- NO 45.8%
1 donh't KhOW 12.5%
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Camparison between the

countries
e Tn GGermany 87,5 % Of the teachers
wanht to have a sSpecCial promotion of
gifted pupils.

e Th AmeriCa just 41,7 % Of the teachers
waht to have a SpecCial promotion Of
gifted pupils.
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TResults Of the german survey

e Which of the following organisatory methods are used at
your SChoO| to promote gifted students? (multiple choices
posssible)

e Nothing 6,25%

e Early school enrollment 68,8%

e CKipping grades 81,3%

e Multiage 8rouping with self-pacCing 6,3%

e Gubject acceleration (lessons in a higher Class inh one or
more subjects 31,3%

e Pull-out programs while sChool time 6,3%

eCial Classes for gifted students 0%

ter Grouping 0 %

it®nal courses in the afternoon 43,8 %

9¥§18.8 %
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Results of the ameriCan survey:

« Which of the following organisatory methods are used at your
sChool to promote gifted students? (multiple Cchoices possible)

Nothing ¢.2%

Early school enrolliment 25%

CKipping grades 37.5%

Multiage grouping with self-pacing ¢.2%

Subject aCcCeleration (lessons in @ higher Class in one or more
Subjects) 45.8%

Pull-out programs while SChool time 79.2%

SpecCial extra-CurriCular activities 16.7%

CpecCial Classes for gifted students 5¢4.2%

Cluster GGrouping (all gifted children are put into the same

5%
° ‘ 4.2%
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Camparision between the two
couhtries:

e Tn (zermany: the teachers use mainly
LEarly SChool| ehroliment” 68,8% and
., SKipping grades* 81,3%.

e Tn AmeriCa: The teachers use maily
»pull-out programms” 79,2 %, SpecCial
Classes 5%,2% ahd cluster Sruping
62,5%.
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Results Of the germah
survey:

Which of the following possbilities do you use ih your lessons
tO promote gifted students? (mulitple Choices possible)

Individualized instruction 75%
Individual projects 56,3 %

Weekly schedules with different exercises for gifted children
5613 cyo

Additional exercises 81,3%
CpecCial exercises instead Of the hormal ohes 68,8 %

Compacting (The regular SChoo| material is Compacted by
pretesting the student to establish whiCh SKills ahd content
have already been mastered) 6,3%

ilikguale education 18,8 %
; 6,3%)
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Results Of the ameriCah
survey:

Which of the following possbilities do you use in your |essohs
t0 promote gifted students? (multiple choices possible)

Individualized instruction 62.5%
Individual projects 58.3%

Weekly schedules with different exercises for gifted children
37.5%

Additional exercises 45.8%
CpecCial exercises instead of the normal ones 37.5%

Compacting (The regular SChool material is compacted by
pretesting the student to establish whiCh sKills ahd content
2already been mastered) 29.2%
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ComparsSion between the two
countries:

e Th Germany: The Teachers use for specCifiC
promotion

LIhdividualized instruction “75% and “Additional
exercises 81,3% and “billinguale education“18,8%

« Th AmeriCa: The Teachers use for the specCifiC
promotion: CompacCting (The regular SChoo|
Mmaterial iS Compacted by pretesting the student to
establish which sKills and content have already
been mastered) 29.2%
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‘Resources

e Survey (zizmo

e http://Www.bmbf.de/pub/begabte Kinder fi
hdenh uhd foerdern.pdf

Page 47


http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
http://appv3.sgizmo.com/testsurvey/survey?id=411403&crc=62f6911f89e7a98a0f411b17f92a3f1a
http://appv3.sgizmo.com/testsurvey/survey?id=411403&crc=62f6911f89e7a98a0f411b17f92a3f1a
http://appv3.sgizmo.com/testsurvey/survey?id=411403&crc=62f6911f89e7a98a0f411b17f92a3f1a

